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We investigate whether American citizens can be persuaded to adopt more inclusionary
behavior toward refugees by using a minimally invasive online perspective-taking exercise
frequently used by refugee advocates in the real world. Through the use of a randomized
survey experiment on a representative sample of American citizens, we find that this short and
interactive perspective-taking exercise can promote, in the short term, Americans’ willingness
to act on behalf of Syrian refugees, by writing anonymous letters of support to the White
House. This effect, while driven primarily by self-identified Democrats, is also apparent
among self-identified Republicans.
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